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What do the schools need?What do the schools need?

More Native teachers educated and 
certificated
Instruction in the children’s Native 
languages in the schools
A school environment that is conducive to 
learning in a variety of ways
Teaching materials, lesson plans, and Teaching materials, lesson plans, and 
curriculum with a content that curriculum with a content that 
reflects traditional knowledge and reflects traditional knowledge and 
cultures and acknowledges the cultures and acknowledges the 
presence and contributions of the presence and contributions of the 
Native inhabitants of the stateNative inhabitants of the state



Four Rules for Curriculum Four Rules for Curriculum 
DevelopmentDevelopment

Write good stuff.
Be “invited” to write curriculum by the 
school district where the material will be 
used.
Teach teachers both content and 
teaching strategies that support your 
curriculum.
Support teachers long after the 
development of the material with 
additional training and replenishment of 
supplies.



Rule 1: Write Good StuffRule 1: Write Good Stuff

Maintain high 
standards of 
authenticity, 
accuracy, and 
appropriateness.  
This usually means 
that the local Native 
community must be 
intimately involved 
in the creation of the 
materials.



Rule #1, continuedRule #1, continued

Curriculum must be 
standards-based.  
This will ensure that 
the skills and 
knowledge you are 
teaching are 
demanding yet 
within the students’
intellectual and 
emotional grasp.



Rule #1, continuedRule #1, continued

The writer must be excited about the topic in 
order to design material that excites kids.
The lessons have to motivate the kids to want 
to learn.  Except for some sponge-like 2nd 
through 5th graders, this means that the 
material should relate directly to students’
lives, families, home, and interests.
Life is not divided into academic disciplines; 
avoid a similar division in the curriculum as 
much as possible.  Or, put another way, 
make the units interdisciplinary.



Rule #1, continuedRule #1, continued
Use primary sources as 
much as possible, but be 
aware that dependence 
on “an elder” to teach 
part of the curriculum 
can be a weakness in the 
plan.  People with the 
necessary knowledge 
might not be available or 
interested in working in 
the schools, schedules 
might be hard to 
coordinate, or although 
local protocol might 
make it appropriate to 
pay elders, the school 
might not have funding.



Rule #1, continuedRule #1, continued

Keep in mind that 
students engage in a 
variety of learning 
styles and that the 
instructor’s teaching 
style might not be 
the best fit with all of 
them.  Similarly, 
students will come to 
the lessons with a 
wide range of 
abilities and skills 
and these must be 
accommodated in 
the plan.



Rule #1, continuedRule #1, continued
Focus.  There’s a universe of information about 
any given culture, but an overwhelming amount 
of information paralyzes the teacher.  Choose 
the part of that universe that you will write 
about and be realistic about the amount of time 
it will take to do so.  Two helpful tools in 
deciding the focus are “enduring 
understandings” – five years from now, what do 
you want students to still remember and know 
from the lessons; and “essential questions” –
what questions about the culture, environment, 
or history does your curriculum answer?
Incorporate activities that engage kinesthetic, 
affective, and cognitive domains; include 
variety with a minimum of lecture.
Don’t expect teachers to have time to look 
things up – provide the information for them.
Assessments have to be part of the process.



Rule #1, concludedRule #1, concluded

Production values
should be as high as 
you can afford.  
Students notice when 
money has been spent 
to produce beautiful 
books and instructional 
materials.  And they 
notice when all they 
are given are Xeroxed 
copies of worksheets.  
Get a graphic designer.  
Put money in the 
budget for printing.



Rule 2: Rule 2: 
Be Be ““invitedinvited”” to write to write 
curriculum by the school curriculum by the school 
district where the material district where the material 
will be used.will be used.



Rule 3: Rule 3: Teach teachers both Teach teachers both 
content and teaching content and teaching 
strategies that support your strategies that support your 
curriculum.curriculum.

Have teachers help design the 
outline
Conduct a pilot test
Hold training sessions



Rule 4: Rule 4: 
Support teachers long after the Support teachers long after the 
development of the material development of the material 
with additional training and with additional training and 
replenishment of suppliesreplenishment of supplies



Begin with the familiar, but with a twistBegin with the familiar, but with a twist



An excerpt from the student textAn excerpt from the student text



Students learn that history is written from Students learn that history is written from 
a number of different perspectivesa number of different perspectives



The TeacherThe Teacher’’s Guide must be well s Guide must be well 
organized and easy to use.organized and easy to use.
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